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condition them for battle as we did in the rear in France
during the last war and as we must do again somewhere in
this one. And he knew we were under way in November
1941.

Hitler knew the United States planned establishing the
vital African position in an immense way, preliminarv to
our entering the war. He knew that we intended to make
him vulnerable in Libya, and that it was the centre of our
war strategy. The signal that he knew the time had come
was given when Hitler, through Marshal Petain, fired
General Weygand from North Africa on Sunday, November
16, 1941. I broke that news at Vichy, four days after I left
Berlin. That date was the beginning of the Second Phase
of World War II. It was the beginning of the Interocean
War. This was the signal for Pearl Harbour, three Sundays
later.

In the Pacific, the doctrine is old and deep in Nazi
tenets. While Hitler was writing Mein Kampf, our old friend
Haushofer himself was writing The Geopolitics of the Pacific
Ocean. That was 1924. It displays the point that Ger-
many and Japan complement each other in a partnership
against Britain and the United States and, to express it
the way the major-general does, " The eastern expanse of
this ocean is an inland sea of the United States, poised on
its mid-Pacific naval bases, while Japan's strongholds
bracket the western Pacific."

In the struggle which they advocated between the
United States and Japan, as did so many other Nazis,
Haushofer and Hitler saw the new balance of power pass
to Germany. Germany settles herself in The Heartland and
umpires the long contest while time runs out.
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